TASK FORCE OF CIOs
On Offering Supplemental Instruction in a Laboratory Setting

(Based on notes for an April 27, 2006 meeting in Sacramento)

(Revised September 15, 2006)

A group of CIOs met with Chancellor's Office staff to explore various options for offering instruction in a laboratory environment.  

We wanted in this discussion to provide as many different options as we could for colleges throughout the state that would enable their students to succeed.  At the same time, we wanted to provide sufficient accountability and conformity to existing regulations in the Education Code and in Title 5 of the California Administrative Code.  We wanted to create a level of transparency so that the learning which takes place would be evident to any reasonable person looking closely at what we do.  

With this in mind we are working toward a matrix of options for offering apportionment-earning instruction in a laboratory environment.  We want it to be evident that students in these centers are not simply using district facilities and equipment to complete homework assignments.  In each of our examples there is structure, direction, outcomes, and evaluation.  There is also enough flexibility that would enable students to work at different paces, in different modes, and with different styles, taking into account both the individuality of each student and the consistency of course student outcomes.  We also wanted to provide several different options to the 109 community colleges in the state, recognizing that each college serves a specific community and has its own culture.  

We hope with this set of options that, among other outcomes, we can reduce the digital divide that exists in our state and provide to all of our students the opportunity to access computer assisted learning in the advancement of their learning and in the achievement of success.  We also recognize that colleges may need to set aside a certain number of computers which students use in unstructured and non-directed ways either to simply complete their homework assignments or do other activities not clearly transparent as educational and for which apportionment is not collected.  

One final note:  We don't want to imply that all learning assistance is computer mediated.  There are many other successful forms of assistance.  But we realize that in today's world, computers and computer software products provide many effective learning techniques.  

OPTIONS FOR OFFERING INSTRUCTION IN A LABORATORY SETTING

I.      Expansion of Existing Courses with Additional Associated Limited Lab Hours 

A.      Attach "to be arranged" (lab) hours to an existing course.  A course could have a certain amount of time required of the students to be spent in a lab without increasing the units awarded to (or paid for by) the students.  For example, a three-unit math course could consist of three hours lecture in a classroom and one hour per week by arrangement in a lab required of all students.  The lab, for example, might offer software programs (which provide a structured learning environment and opportunities for practice) otherwise not available to or affordable for many students.  (This type of assistance outside the classroom is not by definition supplemental learning assistance.)

II. Supplemental Learning Assistance Courses (see also June 16, 2006, memo with attachments from Carole Bogue-Feinour), as well as Title 5, Section 58172

A.  Create a credit supplemental learning assistance course that supports a primary/parent credit course.  This is a course with its own course outline and student learning outcomes.  

1. The supplemental course must refer to the primary/parent course and must have outcomes reflecting in some way the outcomes of the primary/parent class.

2. The primary/parent course, however, does not need to allude to the supplemental course in its course outline (although it indeed may do so).

3. The supplemental course could have a one-to-one relationship to a primary/parent course or a one-to-many relationship to primary/parent courses.

a. If one-to-one, the supplemental course would probably have a fixed number of units. 

b. If one-to-many, the supplemental course could be either a fixed unit course or a variable unit course anywhere from l/2 unit  to six or more units, depending on those outcomes achieved.

(1) For example, a single supplemental learning assistance course (Math 99) could support multiple primary/parent math courses (Math 1,2,3, etc.).

(2) Careful tracking needs to be done to make sure a student doesn't repeat the same module. 

B.  Create a noncredit supplemental learning assistance course that supports a credit course. 

1. The noncredit supplemental learning assistance course would most likely be in basic skills, ESL, or short-term vocational.

2. The noncredit supplemental learning assistance course must relate to the outcomes of the primary/parent course and show this in the noncredit supplemental learning assistance course outline.

3. If it is a short-term vocational course, the noncredit supplemental learning assistance course must prepare a student for employment.  This would include noncredit supplemental courses that help prepare students for or advance students toward employability.

III.  Develop a course offered in a laboratory setting not linked to another course. This is not technically a supplemental learning assistance course.  

A. If this is a noncredit course it is most likely in basic skills or ESL. 

1. One viable option is a study skills course. 

(a)  Study skills include previewing textbooks and textbook chapters; taking notes from written material; taking notes from lectures; reading maps, charts, graphs effectively; building vocabulary; preparing for and taking tests; and using library resources effectively.

(b)  Related study strategies (also addressed in study skills courses) include topics such as setting goals (personal and career); time management; establishing a schedule to include time for school, study, work, family, and study environment.

B.  If this is a credit course it could be for variable units and could be a part of a sequence.  It must meet all criteria for a credit course.

